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Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language ' 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ intonational preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the dements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 



□ 




lEI 



□ 




the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 



pages 



pages" 



pages" 
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as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 



nos. 



nos.* 



nos.' 



nos.* 



as originally filed/furnished 



1-22 



as amended (together with any statement) und^ Article 19 

21.07.2005 with letter 
received by this Authority on of 21.07.2005 

received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 



sheets 

sheets* 

sheets* 



1/4-4/4 



as originally filed/hirnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 



the description, pages 




the claims, nos. 23—24 



□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing fspeci/y): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



I I This Tcpoit has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this rq>ort and listed below had not been made, since 
' ' they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked superseded. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Artide 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-22 






Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-22 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-22 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D2: US 6 440 277 Bl (D AMATO SALVATORE F) 

27 August 2002 (2002-08-27) 
D4: US 5 933 219 A (UNNO YASUYUKI) 

3 August 1999 (1999-08-03) 
D5: US 5 624 773 A (PFORR RAINER ET AL) 

29 April 1997 (1997-04-29) . 



1. Docximent. D2 is considered to be the prior art 

closest to the subject matter of claim 1. Said 
document discloses (the references in parentheses 
are to D2) : 

an exposure station for the production of 
partially formed regions in one or more layers of 
a web of film (b) , said exposure station having 
one or more beam emitter (s) (d) for the exposure 
of the web of film, and further comprising: 

i) a masking strip (a) with partially formed 
regions that have varying optical properties; 

ii) the exposure station comprising two or more 
guiding means (c, s, t) for guiding the 

/. . . 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 



masking strip and/or for guiding the web of 
film, said means being so arranged that the 
masking strip is guided in an exposure 
area (e) in the beam path between the one or 
more beam emitter (s) and the web of film; 

iii) the exposure station comprising coupling 
means (c, s, t) for advancing the masking 
strip in the exposure region at the same 
speed as the web of film. 



Thus, the subject matter of claim 1 differs from 
the known exposure station in that the masking 
strip comprises a substrate of a material through 
which the exposure beam can pass, and also 
comprises partially formed regions with varying 
indices of refraction, varying polarisation 
properties or varying reflective properties. 



The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) • 



2. 



The problem addressed by the present invention can 
consequently be regarded as both that of making it 
possible to produce an exposure beam, said beam 
having partially varying optical properties 
corresponding to partially formed regions of the 
masking strip, and also that of providing an 
exposure station with improved options for varying 
the optical properties of the exposure beam. 
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citations and explanations supporting sucti statement 




The solution to the above problem. 


as proposed in 




claim 1 of the present application. 


involves an 




inventive step (PCT Article 33(3))- 


The reasons 




are as follows: 






The exposure stations known from D4 


and D5 




respectively, which exposure stations have 




exposure masks with partially formed regions that 




have varying indices of refraction 


or varying 




polarisation properties, are used for the exposure 




of semiconductor wafers. Their use 


for exposing 




the web of film known from D2 and the modification 




of the exposure stations by replacing the rigid 




exposure masks with masking strips 


is not 




discussed in the prior art documents or otherwise 




rendered obvious. 




3. 


Claims 2-19 are dependent on claim 


1 and, thus. 




also satisfy the requirements of the PCT in 




respect of novelty and inventive step. 


4 . 


For the same reasons, a method with 


the features 




according to claim 20 and those according to 




claims 21—22, which are dependent on claim 20, 




satisfies the requirements of the PCT in respect 




of novelty and inventive step. 
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